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Module code AN-3303  

Module Title Language Acquisition 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option/Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite None 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
To provide a comprehensive overview of language acquisition, focusing mainly on second language 
acquisition and the distinction between naturalistic and classroom acquisition. Issues in second language 
learning are also addressed, along with aspects of bilingual acquisition relevant to the Brunei context. 
 
 
 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to have an understanding of: 

Lower order : 20% - Know about the diverse theories and frameworks for describing language acquisition 
- Understanding the similarities and differences between these theories and    
    frameworks 

Middle order :  50% - Analyse spoken and written data examples from second-language learners 
- Describe the differences between child and adult second-language learners 

Higher order: 30% - Evaluate the relevance of the various theories and frameworks to multilingual    
    contexts such as Brunei Darussalam 
- Interpret and compare findings from experimental, ethnographic and other  
    categories of language acquisition research 

Module Contents 
- Language & the brain – how the brain processes language, both input and output. 
- Theories of second language acquisition – comparing natural with taught second and further languages. 
- Factors affecting second language learning – understanding theories about critical age, nature vs nurture, 
type of schooling, motivation, interlanguage & the role of family. 
- Misconceptions - fact vs fiction: the role of IQ, copying, rote learning, errors, the acquisition of simple before 
complex structures. 
- In the classroom – relating what has been learned about the theory of language acquisition to the classroom 
itself, particularly the Brunei classroom; classroom interaction analysis; teacher-centredness. 
 
 

Assessment Formative assessment Through exercises and discussions in tutorials, students will 
share and develop their understanding of the key issues in 
the acquisition of second and further languages.  
 

Summative assessment Examination: 50% 
 

Coursework:  50%            
- 1 test (10%) 
- 1 oral presentation of analysed data  (20%)   
- 1 report developing from the presentation  (20%) 

 


